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CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE  I. 

NAME,  OBJECT  AND  JURISDIC- 
TION. 

Section  1.  This  organization  shall  be 
known  as  the  12, th  District  of  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America. 

Sec.  2.  The  objects  of  this  Union  are 
to  unite  mine  employes  and  ameliorate 
their  condition  by  methods  of  concilia- 
tion, arbitration  or  strikes. 

Sec.  3.  This  district  shall  have  juris- 
diction over  all  local  unions  in  Illinois, 
9 which  shall  be  governed  in  all  trade 
matters  by  this  constitution. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Section  1.  The  officers  of  this  District 
shall  be  one  President,  one  Vice  Presi- 
dent, one  Secretary-Treasurer,  and 
seven  Executive  Members,  one  from 
each  inspection  district,  who  shall  con- 
1 stitute  the  Executive  Board. 

Sec.  2.  The  President  shall  preside  at 
all  conventions  of  the  District;  he  shall 
sign  all  official  documents,  when  satis- 
fied of  their  correctness,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Executive  Board;  he  shall 
fill,  by  appointment,  all  vacancies  oc- 
curring in  the  Disctrict  offices,  and  in 
a like  manner  he  is  empowered  to  sus- 
pend or  remove  any  District  officer  for 
insubordination  or  just  and  sufficient 
cause.  He  shall,  with  the  consent  of 
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the  Executive  Board,  appoint  from  time 
to  time  such  organizers  and  workers  as 
may  be  required;  he  shall  devote  his 
time  and  attention  to  the  interests  of 
the  District,  and  exercise  general  su- 
pervision of  its  workings,  either  in  the 
field  or  in  the  District  office,  as  his 
judgment  dictates  or  the  exigencies  of 
the  case  requires. 

Sec.  3.  The  Secretary-Treasurer  shall 
have  charge  of  and  preserve  all  books, 
documents  and  effects  of  the  District 
office;  he  shall  record  proceedings  of  all 
conventions  and  of  the  meetings  of  the 
Executive  Board,  and  shall  keep  copies 
of  all  important  letters  sent  out  by  him; 
he  shall  prepare  and  submit  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Board  a quarterly  report  of  all 
moneys  received  and  disbursed,  and 
perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
assigned  him;  he  shall  give  a bond  of 
one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000),  and  shall 
not  have  in  his  possession  at  any  time 
more  than  five  hundred  dollars  ($500); 
all  amounts  over  and  above  shall  be  de- 
posited in  a safe  bank,  in  the  name  of 
the  Executive  Board,  and  shall  not  be 
drawn  upon  without  the  consent  of  the 
Board. 

Sec.  4.  The  Board  shall  be  convened 
by  the  President,  or  by  the  Secretary, 
and  at  the  request  of  three  members 
of  the  Board. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Section  1.  The  revenue  of  this  Dis- 
trict; shall  be  derived  from  the  local 
Unions,  viz:  Ten  cents  per  month  per 

member.  Boys  under  16  years  of  age 


shall  pay  one-half  of  capitation  tax. 
The  fund  shall  be  used  to  pay  District  • 
officers,  organizers,  and  the  cost  of  se- 
curing better  legislation  for  the  benefit 
of  miners. 

'Sec.  2.  The  District  Convention  shall 
be  held  annually,  commencing  on  the 
second  Tuesday  in  February,  at  such 
place  as  may  be  determined  upon  by 
the  preceding  convention.  Special  con- 
ventions shall  be  called  by  the  Presi- 
dent when  so  instructed  by  a major- 
ity of  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Board,  or  a majority  of  the  local 
Unions  in  the  District. 

Sec.  3.  Representatives  to  the  Dis- 
trict Convention  from  local  Unions 
shall  have  one  vote  for  100  members 
or  less,  and  an  additional  vote  for  each 
100  members  or  majority  fraction  there- 
of, but  no  representative  shall  have 
more  than  five  votes. 

Sec.  4.  If  in  the  judgment  of  the  State 
President  any  questions  of  sufficient 
magnitude  sliall  arise  before  or  in  the 
convention  of  the  (National  body,  which 
would  demand  the  calling  of  a State 
Convention  to  convene  after  the  meet- 
ing of  the  National  Convention,  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  postpone  the  State 
Convention  and  call  it  after  the  Nation- 
al Convention. 

ARTICLE  IV.— Strikes. 

Section  1.  When  trouble  of  a local 
i character  arises  between  members  of 
any  Local  Union  and  their  employers, 
the  officers  of  said  locals  shall  endeavor 
to  effect  an  amicable  adjustment,  and 
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failing  in  this  they  shall  immediately 
notify  the  officers  of  the  District,  and 
said  District  officers  shall  immediately 
investigate  the  cause  of  complaint,  and 
failing  to  effect  a peaceful  settlement 
upon  a basis  that  would  be  equitable 
and  just  to  aggrieved  members,  find- 
ing that  a strike  would  best  subserve 
the  interests  of  the  locality  affected, 
they  may  order  the  inauguration  of  a 
strike,  but  no  local  strike  shall  be  le- 
galized or.  supported  by  this  District 
unless  its  inauguration  was  approved 
by  the  officers  of  the  District,  or  by  the 
National  Executive  Board  upon  an  ap- 
peal taken  by  the  aggrieved  members 
from  the  decision  of  the  District  offi- 
cers; any  Local  Union  striking  in  vio- 
lation of  the  above  provisions  will  not 
be  sustained  or  recognized  by  State 
office  or  officers. 

Sec.  2.  Before  final  action  is  taken  in 
this  district  upon  questions  that  direct- 
ly or  indirectly  affect  the  interests  of 
the  GVTine  Workers  of  another  district, 
or  that  require  a strike  to  determine, 
the  President  and  the  Secretary  will 
jointly  prepare,  sign  and  forward  to  the 
National  President  a written  statement 
setting  forth  the  grievance  complained 
of,  the  action  contemplated  by  the  Dis- 
trict, together  with  the  reasons  there- 
for, and  the  National  President  will, 
within  five  days  after  the  receipt  of 
such  statement,  either  approve  or  dis- 
approve of  the  action  contemplated; 
and  such  approval  or  disapproval,  to- 
gether with  reasons  therefor,  will  be 


made  in  writing-  and  a copy  forwarded 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  aggrieved  dis- 
trict. 

Sec.  3.  'Should  the  action  contem- 
plated by  the  aggrieved  district  receive 
the  approval  of  the  National  President, 
the  district  shall  be  free  to  act;  but 
should  the  National  President  disap- 
prove of  the  action  contemplated,  the 
district  may  appeal  to  the  National  Ex- 
ecutive 'Board,  which  shall  be  convened 
to  consider  such  appeal  within  five  days 
after  its  receipt  by  the  National  Secre- 
tary; until  the  National  President  has 
approved,  or  the  National  Executive 
Board  has  sustained  an  appeal,  this 
district  is  not  free  to  enter  upon  a 
strike  unless  it  shall  have  been  ordered 
by  a National  Convention. 

Sec.  4.  Any  Local  Union  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  district  who  refuses 
to  pay  any  levy  authorized  by  the  Na- 
tional Executive  Board  to  maintain  a 
legalized  strike,  shall  be  considered  as 
not  paying  the  legal  taxation. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Qualification  of  Officers. 

Section  1.  A member  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  organization  shall  be  eligible 
to  hold  offices  in  this  District;  provided, 
he  has  been  a member  of  a Local  Union 
of  this  District  for  three  months  prior 
to  his  election. 

SALARIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

Sec.  2.  The  salaries  of  the  officers  shall 
be  fixed  at  each  annual  convention. 

Sec.  3.  A two-thirds  vote  will  be  re- 
quired to  change  any  article  in  the  con- 


stitution,  and  a majority  of  all  votes 
cast  at  an  election  necessary  to  a choice 
at  an  election  of  officers. 

Sec.  4.  Such  rules  and  regulations  or 
by-laws  for  the  government  of  this  dis- 
trict that  are  not  herein  provided,  the 
Executive  Board  shall  have  power  from 
time  to  time  to  draft  such  laws  as  may 
be  required,  provided  that  such  shall 
not  conflict  with  the  laws  endorsed  by 
this  convention. 


